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WHEAT EXPORTS TO IRAQ 
Statement 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.55 pm]:  I will make my comments brief because I understand a 
colleague also wishes to speak.  I hope she is not away from the Chamber for too long; I told her that I would not 
be long.   

I want to talk a little more on the subject I spoke about last night; that is, the moral debt owed by the national 
Government to wheat growers in this State.  Last night I spoke with a very well-known lady from Bruce Rock.  
When her children are a little older, I hope she becomes involved in politics.  She is a very switched-on lady.  
Years ago she was an international exchange student, but, luckily for Bruce Rock and her husband, she stayed 
and married in this State.  The federal Government is talking about a $20 million contribution to the construction 
of a flour mill in Iraq.  I understand that the Australian Wheat Board will administer and organise this 
arrangement.  This lady questioned the Australian Wheat Board about whether this would be a sound investment, 
because it could be built today and bombed tomorrow.  The answer was that it would not be built while there 
was any danger attached to it.  Anyone who knows anything about the history of Iraq, going back many hundreds 
of years, knows that there is always considerable danger in Iraq; it is one of those parts of the world.  I see the 
honourable member is making her way back into the Chamber. 

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  If you were a contractor, would you go there and work on a site at the moment? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Some people might, but I am not a contractor.  I ask whether this is a furphy.  Is the 
federal Government saying that it will contribute this money, when in fact it knows that it will be a dangerous 
part of the world for many years to come?  The federal Government owes a debt now, and it should pay it now.  
The building of the mill is a different subject.  If it is a good idea, it should do it.  However, it is nothing to do 
with repaying a debt that is owed to farmers.   
 


